Aspiring to Grades 8/9 in Design & Technology

What are the skills and

competencies shown

by an 8 or 9 student in
this subject?
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SKILS-

For the exam; outstanding subject knowledge in the core technical
principles.

For the exam; excellent subject understanding in at least one
specialist technical principle (recommend paper and boards)

Good understanding of all designing and making principles

For the NEA; creative ideas have been generated, fully avoiding
design fixation and with full consideration of functionality,
aesthetics and innovation.

For the NEA; very detailed development work is evident, using a
wide range of 2D/3D techniques.

For the NEA; excellent modelling, using a wide variety of methods to
test their design ideas, fully meeting all requirements.

For the NEA,; fully detailed manufacturing specification is produced
with comprehensive justification to inform manufacture.

For the NEA; a high-quality prototype that has the potential to be
commercially viable has been produced and fully meets the needs of
the client/user.

What should | be
doing on a weekly
basis to secure the
very highest grade in
this subject?
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Continually write up the developments you have made in your
NEA into your PowerPoint, to keep it up to date.

Check the NEA mark scheme - are you meeting the
requirements for the top bracket of marks?

Consider quality control and quality assurance methods
throughout your NEA and document them.

Drawing skills are practiced in all technical drawing styles
Spend one hour per week re-visiting the theory work carried
out in Year 10 as this will be tested during the examination and
will not be covered again this year except during revision
lessons. These will take place after Easter

Ensure that you meet all homework deadlines.

Attend all revision sessions.

Engage with ALL the revision materials provided, especially the
daily tasks that will be provided in the run up to the exams
Use the past exam papers to identify areas you still need to
develop further.

Read around the subject independently- use the
comprehensive revision resources and links provided on Teams

How should |
approach the
examination and

assessment
requirements?

Ensure you have revised all topics in detail in preparation for
the core technical principles in the written examination.
Ensure you have revised at least one specialist technical
principle (recommend paper and boards)

Spend approximately a minute per mark in the written paper
(e.g. for a 3mark question you would spend 3 minutes on the
answer).

Read the wording of the question carefully to make sure
everything you write fits the question asked.

Read the entire question (there are usually multiple parts to a
question e.g. 1a, 1b, 1c etc) before embarking on an answer
Learn key terms and vocabulary

Be aware of sustainability and environmental issue

What distinguishes an
8 or 9 from a 7 this
subject?

Students ensure all elements of the NEA are detailed and
concise.

Students produce a commercially viable controlled assessment
final product.

Students regularly practise writing answers to examination
questions

Students learn their material thoroughly and apply it
confidently and securely.

Consistent focus on improvement

Always looking for originality and flair in the design and
make tasks.

Producing sustained responses to longer exam questions.
Appropriate and consistent use of subject knowledge in
response to written exam questions, especially those
requiring a describe, analyse and evaluate response.

Well structured, relevant and non-repetitive answers in
longer written response exam questions — PLAN!

Use of ambitious, tier 2 and 3 vocabulary in both the exam
and NEA

Be evaluative and exploratory — offer alternative suggestions
and use modal verbs e.g. might, could, may.

Grade 7/8/9 students are precise and focused and can carefully
explain their work using succinct and concise language.




