Aspiring to Grades 8/9 in GCSE Art

What are the skills

and competencies

shown by an 8 or 9
student in this

subject?

A student gaining 8 or 9 will demonstrate an exceptional ability in What should | be doing

the following areas:

More information on this is available in the course handbook that
you were given at the start of the course, and via the AQA website
http://www.aqga.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-

Developing ideas through creative investigations.
Engaging with and demonstrating critical understanding of secure the ve ry highest

Refining ideas.

Selecting and experiment with appropriate media,
materials, techniques and processes.

Recording ideas, observations and insights through
drawing and annotation, and any other appropriate means
relevant to intentions, as work progresses.

Presenting a personal and meaningful response and
realising intentions with confidence and conviction.

Understanding of visual language.

on a weekly basis to

grade in this subject?
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e Make sure that you always meet your deadlines.
e Do more than you have been asked to do.

e Take ownership of your work and push it on in the
direction that you want to. This will ensure that
you produce work that is truly original.

e Be self-critical — check back through your work and
ask yourself how it could be improved further.

e Enjoy your artwork. If you do, it will really help you
engage with the project.

e Keep practising your drawing skills. Drawing
underpins everything else.

How should |
approach the
examination and

assessment
requirements?

It is important that you develop both the coursework and exam
units as thoroughly as you can. There are 4 Assessment Objectives
and your work will be assessed against these. You have a copy of

What distinguishes an 8
or 9 from a 7 this

these Assessment Objectives in your course handbook and they su bject?

can also be accessed through the link above. Connections need to
be made between the 4 Objectives. This will allow you to develop
your work in a holistic (complete) manner. Make sure that you
always have reasons for the work that you produce. It might help
you to consider your unit of work as a journey with a starting point
(the theme or topic) and a destination (the final outcome). The
most important part is the journey itself though, as this is where
all the experiences and therefore learning goes on.It is useful to
look at the exemplar material in the Art department. This will let
you see how past 8,9 students have developed their work.

8 or 9 is awarded to work that demonstrates an exceptional level of
formal skill. This means that you need to be able to use and manipulate
media at an exceptional level. The work also needs to demonstrate an
exceptional level of analysis and idea development.

The final outcome needs to be justified by the previous research and
experimentation in an exceptional manner. You also need to have
demonstrated that you have developed work in an original and personal
manner. This means that ultimately the ideas need to come from you. If
your teacher suggests an idea or shows a technique you will still need to
take that idea or technique and make it your own through research and
experimentation.

8 or 9 work clearly shows that a student’s work has evolved through the
course of study rather than simply following each task set by the
teacher. In short, if you have the appropriate level of formal ability your
approach to your work can make the difference between 8,9 and 7.

8 or 9 work clearly evidences that the student has an exceptional skill,
understanding and desire rather than having an ability to follow
instruction
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