
Aspiring to Grades 8/9 in GCSE Biology 

  

What are the skills and 

competencies shown by 

an 8 or 9 student in this 

subject? 

 

• Ability to learn lots of biological terms and write 
scientifically rather than how we speak out of 
lessons. 

• Ability to apply what you’ve learnt to different 
biological scenarios. 

• Good basic maths skills that you can apply. 

• Engage with learning in lessons, asking questions 
and volunteering answers. 

• Resilience – if you don’t understand something the 
first time, very few people do, you need to work 
hard to catch up. You need to more than copy up. 

• Avoid gaps in knowledge; catch up any work missed 
or anything not understood. 

 
 

What should I be doing on 

a weekly basis to secure 

the very highest grade in 

this subject? 

 

• Acting on any advice given by teachers in lessons, 
homework and test. 

• Put 30 minutes effort into homework. If you finish in 
25 minutes, use 5 minutes to check your answers. 

• Make a glossary of key terms; Biology is very content 
heavy. If you don’t know the words you can’t access 
many of the marks. 

• Start summarising notes using the specification – 
build a one-page summary of a topic (much like a 
page in a revision guide) 

• Very few people learn something when meeting it 
just once. Seize any opportunity to recap work e.g. 
homework, revision or lunchtime help. 

 

How should I        
approach the             

examination and 
assessment             

requirements? 

 

• For controlled assessments, look back at practise ones 
you’ve done. Most of the questions are the same each 
year. 

• In exams, underline command words like ‘explain’, 
‘suggest’, ‘describe’ and ‘evaluate’ to ensure you tackle 
them in the right way. 

• Awareness that question 1 is easy and they get harder. 
Don’t make the easy ones more difficult i.e. write the 
obvious. Make sure you’ve written enough for the marks 
on offer 

• Look for hints in the question’s introduction – read it twice 
and relate your answer to the information in the question. 
Numbers quoted in questions are vital information. 

• Think about what words usually link to e.g. a question 
about oxygen will most likely involve aerobic respiration in 
the answer. 

 

What distinguishes an 8 or 

9 from a 7 this subject? 

 

• The difference between a 7 and an 8 can be just one 
mark. You need to minimise careless errors and 
ensure that you have a good understanding of all the 
content. 

• Make your errors with homework and tests and then 
learn from these. Making errors before the exam is 
good! 

• Use the AQA specification and a check list to ensure 
that all topics are revised and key words are 
understood. The specification is the most important 
revision tool you have! 

• Practise exam papers. Only use the mark scheme 
after you’ve done finished and checked the paper. 

 


