Aspiring to Grades 8/9 in GCSE Computing

What are the skills and

competencies shown by

an 8 or 9 student in this
subject?

SKIi:
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15,

Able to develop an EFFICIENT algorithm to
solve a given problem — efficiency of a
solution will earn more marks.

Excellent problem-solving and mathematical
abilities.

Fully plans and designs programs before
writing the code.

Writes well-structured code that will be easy
for others to maintain and understand
(thoroughly-commented code using
subroutines).

Tests algorithms and programs thoroughly,
not just as an afterthought.

Excellent knowledge of the theory topics.

What should | be doing
on a weekly basis to
secure the very highest
grade in this subject?
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yactice.
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Regularly revise key words and terminology.
Make a glossary of terms for any new
terminology that is introduced.

Work through the examination-style questions
and extension activities in the course
textbook.

Use the resources on Moodle and the MOOC
(http://www.cambridgegcsecomputing.org/)
to revise.

Keep up to date with new developments in
technology and computer science by reading
specialist magazines or websites.

How should |
approach the
examination and
assessment
requirements?

Look carefully at the wording of examination
guestions to make sure that everything you
write fits the question being asked.

Practise at home by working through past
examination papers.

Use the controlled assessment task
descriptions and mark sheets to self-assess
your work — make sure that you have covered
all of the criteria.

Don’t waste any time in the controlled
assessment lessons. Spend every minute
trying to improve your report and gain every
possible mark.

What distinguishes an 8
or 9 from a 7 this
subject?

Students practise their programming skills in
their own time, sometimes by learning a
second programming language.

Students have learned their material
thoroughly and then applied it.

An in-depth knowledge of the WHOLE
curriculum.

Students should be able to confidently
demonstrate their knowledge of Computing
and its wider implications.
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