
 

What are the skills 

and competencies 

shown by an 8 or 9 

student in this 

subject? 

  

 
 
 

● Be able to show you read carefully and with 

understanding (AO1) 

● Support your thoughts with evidence and 

make suggestions about what things mean 

(AO1) 

● Have knowledge about language and be able 

to “put it under the microscope” – what is 

the effect of certain words or techniques? 

(AO2) 

● Be able to read different text types and 

decide what they are about (AO3) 

● Be able to decide on the writer’s viewpoint 

(AO3) 

● Be able to write fluently and precisely, and 

for a specific purpose and audience (A05/6) 

What should I be 

doing on a weekly 

basis to secure the 

very highest grade in 

this subject?       

  

 

● Keep notes well organised, especially lesson handouts 

and printed material. 

● Read around the subject independently- challenging 

fiction and non-fiction texts help prepare you for this 

exam, especially Section B.  

● Meet all homework deadlines. 

● Practise working under timed conditions. 

● Be a thoughtful reader and weigh up the message of the 

text – understand the writer’s intentions and tone. 

● Go over and revise notes from the previous unit / 

academic year. 

● Watch revision videos on YouTube to broaden your 

understanding of the questions.  

● Attempt practice papers and hand them in to your 

English teacher.  

How should I        

approach the             

examination and 

assessment             

requirements? 

 

 

● Read the text fully before starting and make 

sure that you understand the subtleties of 

what is being said e.g. Is there humour or 

sarcasm? 

● Read, understand and focus on the question 

before starting to write – underline key 

words. 

● Stick to timings and write them at the top of 

your paper. 

● Use subject specific vocabulary competently 

and coherently – show off your skills. 

● Focus on developing your explanations and 

analysis – remember to include LAYERS! 

● Plan! Plan! Plan! 

What distinguishes an 

8 or 9 from a 7 this 

subject? 

  

 

● Consistent focus on improvement 

● Originality and flair 

● Producing a sustained piece of writing that is carefully 

‘crafted’. 

● Appropriate and consistent use of quotations from the 

text, to support points made – they should be short, 

precise and embedded. 

● Layers of analysis. 

● Well structured, relevant and non-repetitive answers – 

PLAN! 

● Use of ambitious, tier 2 and 3 vocabulary. 

● Be evaluative and exploratory – offer alternative 

suggestions and use modal verbs e.g. might, could, may. 

● Grade 7/8/9 students are precise and focused and do 

not overwrite or overuse complex vocabulary – their 

answers to Section B are usually about one side of A4. 

 

Aspiring to Grades 8/9 in GCSE in English Language  

 


