Aspiring to Grades 8/9 in GCSE English Literature

What are the skills
and competencies
shown byan8or9
student in this
subject?

Have a ‘conceptual’ understanding or
‘overview’ of how the themes and ideas
in the question affect the whole text
and the reader (AO1)

Use short, precise quotations to
support your ideas, and embed them in
your response (AO1)

Be critical - avoid saying “This means...”,
instead try to discuss alternative ideas
and interpretations (AO2)

Use a broad range of complex subject
terminology and try to comment on the
structure of texts (AO2)

Understand and link the context of
writing to the task and text — be precise
(AO3)

Look beyond the obvious and suggest
layers of meaning (A02)

What should | be
doing on a weekly
basis to secure the

very highest grade in
this subject?
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Keep notes well organised, especially lesson handouts
and printed materials.

Read around the subject independently- challenging
fiction and non-fiction texts are helpful.

Meet all homework deadlines.

Revisit previous work and attempt practice questions —
hand them in to your teacher for checking.

Re-read and re-write previous notes and condense
topics down for revision purposes — flash cards are
good for this.

Attend English revision sessions.

Watch revision videos on Massolit and YouTube to
broaden your understanding of the texts.

How should |
approach the
examination and
assessment

requirements?

Read, understand and focus on the
question before starting to write —
underline key words.

Stay focused on the question set in a
structured way — PLAN!

Write a thesis statement for AIC,
Macbeth, J&H, and anthology poetry
responses.

Use subject specific vocabulary
competently and coherently (AO2)
Try to comment on structural
techniques as well as language (AO2)
Be detailed, precise and clearly focused
on the question.

What distinguishes an
8 or 9 from a 7 this
subject?

Consistent focus on improvement

Originality and flair

Producing a sustained response to the question.
Appropriate and consistent use of quotations from the text,
to support points made — they should be short, precise and
embedded.

Layers of analysis e.g. word zoom, techniques, connotations,
context link.

Well structured, relevant and non-repetitive answers — PLAN!
Use of ambitious, tier 2 and 3 vocabulary.

Be evaluative and exploratory — offer alternative suggestions
and use modal verbs e.g. might, could, may.

Grade 7/8/9 students are precise and focused and do not
overwrite, or overuse complex vocabulary.




