
Aspiring to Grades 8/9 in GCSE Drama 

 

What are the skills and 

competencies shown 

by an 8 or 9 student in 

this subject? 

 

• Develop creative ideas for performance 
outcomes that communicate meaning(s) 
with assurance and impact. 

• Apply theatrical skills exceptionally well to 
realise artistic intentions. 

• Demonstrate breadth and depth of 
knowledge and understanding in developing 
and performing drama, using specialist 
terminology accurately and effectively. 

• Produce perceptive and well-informed 
critical analysis and evaluation of Drama 
seen and made. 

  

What should I be doing on 

a weekly basis to secure 

the very highest grade in 

this subject? 

 

• Continually write up the developments you have 
made in your Devising NEA into your notebook- 
redraft Devising Logs weekly as your piece develops 
and get the teacher to check progress. 

• Check the Devising NEA mark scheme- are you 
meeting the requirements for the top bracket of 
marks in all categories? 

•  Revise the set text each week. Spend one hour per 
week re-visiting the theory work carried out in Year 
10 on Blood Brothers and the Review, as this will be 
tested during the mock examination. 

• When we start NEA Component 3 scripted after 

Christmas, learn your lines as quickly as possible so 

you can then work on your own individual 

interpretation and the finer details of your 

performance.  

 

How should I        
approach the             

examination and 
assessment             

requirements? 

 

• Ensure you have revised all topics in detail 
and use model answers to help develop 
your own responses.  

• Prepare detailed revision notes on each 
scene in Blood Brothers, researching set 
design, costume and lighting from past 
productions. Apply this to past questions to 
practise timed writing. 

• Ensure you have revised at least 2 
productions to focus on your review- make 
one of them Splendid Theatre’s ‘The 
Government Inspector’ and read and revise 
Splendid’s detailed notes on the production. 

• Read the wording of the question carefully 
to make sure everything you write adheres 
to the focus of the question.  Read the 
entire question and make a plan before 
embarking on an answer. 

•  Learn and practise using the correct Drama 
terminology for your essays; practise 
planning and timed writing. 

  

What distinguishes an 8 or 

9 from a 7 this subject? 

 

 

• Students ensure all elements of the NEA are well 
rehearsed for the Acting and carefully redrafted for 
the Devising Log 

• Students produce an original, perceptive devised 
piece with very clear dramatic intentions. 

•  Students regularly practise writing timed answers to 
exam questions, using model answers to help 
structure their response.  

• Students research their scripted piece using past 
productions and methods used by professional 
actors to present a fluent, cohesive and convincing 
performance.  

• Students complete all work meeting deadlines and 
attend revision sessions. 

• Students use Independent learning such as reading 
Theatre reviews, reading plays by different 
playwrights and also research the style of the set 
texts’ author to develop their skills and broaden 
their understanding of the theory. 

• Students have exceptionally clear, well realised 
Dramatic intentions. 


