Aspiring to Grades 8/9 in GCSE History

What are the skills and

competencies shown by

an 8 or 9 student in this
subject?

See the two years as fully connected: make
links across topics, don’t think in “boxes”

Familiarise yourself with the requirements of
the mark schemes for all 3 examination papers

Develop your subject knowledge by reading
around the topics

Practise the extended writing questions on all
3 papers, ensuring you explain, illustrate and
evaluate your paragraphs. Grade 8/9 students
should be able to prioritise their arguments.

What should | be doing
on a weekly basis to
secure the very highest
grade in this subject?
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Go back to Y10 topics and make revision
notes, timelines, flash cards, glossaries,
acronym and “who’s who?” sheets

Complete and use your revision charts
provided by your teacher to help build up your
knowledge and understanding of the topics.
You can also access revision charts to
complete via Teams

Attend revision sessions and ask questions

Practise at home, working to time: how much
can you do in the time available?

How should |
approach the
examination and

assessment
requirements?

Ensure you have prepared in detail for each
exam and that your subject knowledge is
secure and accurate

Read the wording of the question carefully to
make sure everything you write fits the
guestion asked

Move quickly through the shorter tariff
guestions in order to spend sufficient time on
the higher mark questions

Know the suggested amount of time to spend
on each question in all three examinations

What distinguishes an 8
or 9 from a 7 this
subject?

Grade 9 students regularly practise writing
answers to examination questions

Grade 9 students learn their material
thoroughly and apply it confidently and
securely

Grade 9 students analyse and evaluate the
sources rigorously, confidently and critically

Grade 9 students have impressive literacy skills
Grade 9 students demonstrate flair and

originality in their writing when answering the
higher tariff questions




