
Aspiring to Grades 8/9 in GCSE Latin 

  

What are the skills and 

competencies shown by 

an 8 or 9 student in this 

subject? 

 

• They are thoroughly familiar with all the 
constructions required for the 401 and 402 
language papers 

• They are thoroughly familiar with all the 
vocabulary required for the 401 and 402 
language papers 

• They are able to translate the prescribed set 
texts quickly and accurately into English 

• They understand the literary analysis of the 
prescribed set texts and can write about it 
accurately and quickly 

What should I be doing 

on a weekly basis to 

secure the very highest 

grade in this subject? 

 

• Keep using Quizlet in order to learn 30 new 
vocabulary items  

• Keep revising the noun ending tables 

• Keep revising the verb tense tables 

• Keep reading over the translation and literary 
analysis of the prescribed set texts 

How should I        
approach the             

examination and 
assessment             

requirements? 
 

 

Language papers 

• Spend the first 20 minutes of the exam 
reading the paper and working out the 
translation in your head – WRITE NOTHING 

• Remember that a verb or participle will signal 
the end of a clause or phrase 

Literature papers 

• Answer the quick factual questions first 

• Move on to the translation – this is worth 10% 
and, if you have learnt the translation 
properly, you can do this quickly 

• Spend 20 minutes on the detailed literary 
analysis question – this is worth 20% of the 
total marks 

What distinguishes an 8 

or 9 from a 7 this 

subject? 

 

• They know their 402 vocabulary list in detail 

• They have learned their noun ending tables 

• They have learned their verb tenses tables 

• They have learned the translation of the 
prescribed set texts perfectly 

• They have learned the literary analysis of the 
prescribed set texts perfectly 

 


