Aspiring to Grades 8/9 in GCSE Modern Languages

What are the skills and

competencies shown by

an 8 or 9 student in this
subject?

SKILS,

Writing and Speaking Skills

Students will answer promptly in detail during
the conversation section of the speaking test
On the photocard students will remember to
give three details for each answer and always
give an opinion each time

There will be accurate use of three tenses in
writing and in speaking

Students will be able to adapt their speaking
information to adapt it for the writing paper
tasks

There will be successful use of conjunctions and
grammatical structures. Verbs will be used very
confidently and correctly almost every time

Reading and Listening Skills

Students will apply logic to long pieces of text which
they do not understand. They will not be phased by
language which they do not understand

They will remain focussed throughout the listening
tasks and use the 5-minute reading time carefully

What should | be doing
on a weekly basis to
secure the very highest
grade in this subject?

ractice.
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Revise vocabulary on a weekly basis. On Quizlet
or by making your own vocabulary lists. This is
an essential task for the listening, reading and
translation sections. Practise including the vocab
from Year 10. A little bit and often is the key to
success with this. Don’t try to ‘cram’ it!
Complete you speaking booklet and revise your
potential answers regularly. Have someone test
you. They should ask you repeat it if it is not
correct.

Practise past paper roleplays, photocards and
writing tasks.

Attend Quizlet Club for help and revision
sessions

Attend your FLA session for perfect
pronunciation and specialist practice for the
speaking exam

Look at the key verbs section of your speaking
and writing booklet. Make sure you know those
verbs in three tenses

How should |
approach the
examination and

assessment
requirements?

Practise photocards. Give three items of information
and an opinion in each answer.

Use the 12 minutes of preparation time for the
speaking thoroughly

Use your speaking answers to help you in writing
Write what you can which will answer the question
and not what you want. The truth can cost points!
Use the 5-minute prep time in listening carefully
Listen for negatives and small words which hide the
answer. Check on the second playing and look at
what to do for the next question

Read the questions first in comprehension texts. They
will help you know what the text is about

Don’t leave any blanks — there are no minus marks

What distinguishes an 8
or 9 froma 7 in this
subject?

A grade 8/9 will have complex sentences and a
wide range of vocabulary which is not simple
Long extended sentences; statements will be
extended and developed with extra information
and always include an opinion and justification
A high level of vocabulary knowledge
Successful use of tenses. Verbs in their correct
form and in their correct place are key in the
mark scheme for speaking and writing

Writing with thought! Which phrases need to be
included? Which tenses can be used?

Answering without hesitation with accurate
pronunciation and intonation.




