
Aspiring to Grades 8/9 in GCSE in Mathematics 

 

What are the skills and 

competencies shown by 

an 8 or 9 student in this 

subject? 

 
 
 

• perform calculations accurately 

• interpret and communicate information 
accurately 

• make deductions and inferences and draw 
conclusions 

• write a solution in a clear, logical way including 
convincing arguments and formal proofs 

• solve complex mathematical and non-
mathematical problems by breaking them down 
into a series of mathematical steps 

• make and use connections between different 
parts of mathematics 

• interpret results in the context of the given 
problem 

• critically evaluate methods, arguments, results 
and the assumptions made 

 What should I be doing 

on a weekly basis to 

secure the very highest 

grade in this subject?       

 

 

• Read through the notes and make sure that you 
understand them 

• Go back to year 9 and 10 topics and make 
revision notes 

• Do practice questions to review topics 

• Attend help sessions and ask questions 

• Make a summary sheet after each topic 

• Use the online text book to practise questions 

• Try the grade 8/9 work on mymaths 

• Try some AQA exam questions. 

 
 

How should I        

approach the             

examination and 

assessment             

requirements? 

 

• Read the questions carefully and slowly, one 
sentence at a time and write down key pieces of 
information 

• Look for key words in the questions and write 
down any formulae that you may need 

• Practise past papers at home, working to time: 
how much can you do in the time available? 
Complete the paper in a different colour so that 
you know if you are speeding up. 

• Check answers carefully and make sure that you 
have answered the questions 

• Learn the formulae needed 

• Use practice papers on the AQA website 

• Use Dr Frost Maths to practise questions on a 
topic 

What distinguishes an 8 

or 9 from a 7 this 

subject? 

 

• These students have learnt the work thoroughly 
and can apply it to different contexts 

• These students are prepared to have a go and 
don’t leave any answers blank 

• These students don’t make careless errors on 
basic skills 

• These students understand limitations of 
answers 

 


