
Aspiring to Grades 8/9 in GCSE Physics 

  

What are the skills and 

competencies shown by 

an 8 or 9 student in this 

subject? 

 

• Use of key scientific terminology 

• Advanced Mathematical skills e.g. 
rearranging equations, unit conversions, 
prefixes, significant figures, multistep 
calculations, consistent use of FWAU. 

• Logically sequenced structured writing 

What should I be doing 

on a weekly basis to 

secure the very highest 

grade in this subject?       

 

• Attending support sessions 

• Complete homework to the highest 
standard-do not leave any questions 
unanswered. 

• Review work covered in class 

• Ask questions whenever unsure 

• Come to lessons with a positive attitude. 
 

How should I        
approach the             

examination and 
assessment             

requirements? 

 

• Understand course content of each paper 
Paper 1 – Topics 1 -4 and Paper 2 – Topic 5-8 

• Download copy of specification/checklist 
and tick progress. 

• Revise each of the 8 book chapters in order 
of text book on a regular basis to ensure all 
subject content is completed before the 
summer examinations. 

• Identify weak areas of the subject content 
and attend support sessions. 

 
 
 
 

What distinguishes an 8 

or 9 from a 7 this 

subject? 

 

• Competently answering ‘Quality of Written 
Communication Question’. 

• Competently answering high order 
mathematical questions. 

• Excellent subject knowledge of whole course 
content (3 years).  

 
 
 

 


