
Aspiring to Grades 8/9 in GCSE RMPS 

  

What are the skills and 

competencies shown by 

an 8 or 9 student in this 

subject? 

 

 
 
 

• Can explain how religious belief has an 
impact on peoples’ lives & can influence 
action. 

• Can refer to religious teachings to support 
their explanations of religious belief and 
practice.  

• Can successfully evaluate different points of 
view and give reasons to show why they 
think one point is more convincing.  

• Practice the 12 mark questions by making a 
point, explaining, consider any counter 
arguments to your point then weigh up 
these contrasting views.  

• See the two years as fully connected: make 
links across topics, don’t think in “boxes” 

 
 

What should I be doing 

on a weekly basis to 

secure the very highest 

grade in this subject? 

 

• Regularly learn key words,  

• Regularly learn Bible quotes, Christian 

teachings, beliefs of denominations [groups] 

and Buddhist teachings. Be ready to pack 

these into your answers! 

• Go back to Y10 topics and make revision 

notes 

• Use the checklists on the Y11 website 

• Do practice questions & self-mark or hand in 

to your teacher each week 

• Attend revision sessions and ask Qs! 

  

 

How should I        
approach the             

examination and 
assessment             

requirements? 

 

• Look very carefully at the wording of the 
question to make sure everything you write 
fits the question being asked 

• Include key religious beliefs, specialist            
vocabulary & Bible references or Buddhist 
teachings to support your points 

• Move quickly through the shorter, more 
“factual” questions to pick up high marks on 
the 4/5/12 mark questions. 

• Practise at home, working to time: how 
much can you do in the time available? 

 
 

What distinguishes an 8 

or 9 from a 7 this 

subject? 

 

• An 8 or 9 student “reads around: the course 

to get great examples and new ideas (e.g. 

what is in the media?) 

• Really engage with the 12 mark questions:   

“un-pick” the question and put an interesting 

perspective on it 

• These students have LEARNED their material 

THOROUGHLY and then applied it 

• 8/9 students don’t accept things at “face       

value”. They ask “why?”/”what 

about..?”/puzzle about things and link 

different parts of the course together in their 

answers 

  

 

 


