
Aspiring to Grades 8/9 in GCSE Geography 

  

What are the skills and 

competencies shown by 

an 8 or 9 student in this 

subject? 

 

• Able to interpret, analyse, evaluate and make 
judgements 

• Knows their material well 

• Knows which topics are on which paper 

• Revises and practices map and photo        

interpretation skills 

• Manipulates the data given to them in the 

question 

• Checks their work carefully 

 

What should I be doing 

on a weekly basis to 

secure the very highest 

grade in this subject?       

 

• Completing all work that is set, to the best of 
my ability and on-time  

• Reviewing the work covered previously, 

especially from Year 10 

• Asking, if I am not sure about something 

• Attending Geography drop-in sessions on 

Tuesday lunchtime in C.29 from 12.35 - 

13.15pm 

 

How should I        
approach the             

examination and 
assessment             

requirements? 

 

• Organise your time: 30 minutes per question 
in each section 

• Only answer the topics you have been taught 

in class 

• Read the questions carefully and ‘de-

construct’ them to only answer what is asked 

for e.g. not ‘explaining’, if the question asks 

you to ‘analyse’ 

• Look for questions with two commands and 

ones that cover two or more topics 

 
 

What distinguishes an 8 

or 9 from a 7 this 

subject? 

 

• Knowing and writing about place: Grade 8 or 9 
achieving geographers write about places, 
even when not specifically asked 

• Making clear reference to case studies in 
answers  

• Using data (maps, diagrams, graphs) when 
given to them in questions 

• Making links between topics 

• Reading beyond the course texts 
 

 


